
AP English Language and Composition: A
Comprehensive Guide to the Advanced
Placement Exam
AP English Language and Composition is a college-level course and exam
that provides students with the opportunity to develop their writing and
critical thinking skills. The course is typically offered to high school juniors
and seniors, and it is designed to prepare students for the rigors of college-
level English courses.

The AP English Language and Composition exam is divided into three
sections:

Section 1: Multiple Choice (60 minutes)

Section 2: Short Answer (30 minutes)

Section 3: Essay (90 minutes)

The multiple choice section of the exam tests students' knowledge of
grammar, usage, and mechanics. The short answer section requires
students to analyze short passages of text and answer questions about
their meaning. The essay section requires students to write a persuasive
essay on a given topic.
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The AP English Language and Composition exam covers a wide range of
topics, including:

Grammar and Usage: Students are expected to have a strong
understanding of grammar and usage rules. This includes the ability to
identify and correct errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics.

Rhetorical Analysis: Students are expected to be able to analyze the
rhetorical devices used in a variety of texts. This includes identifying
the purpose, audience, and tone of a text, as well as the author's use
of language and structure.

Argumentation: Students are expected to be able to construct and
defend an argument in writing. This includes the ability to gather
evidence, organize thoughts logically, and present a persuasive case.

Research: Students are expected to be able to conduct research on a
given topic and use their findings to support their writing. This includes
the ability to find credible sources, evaluate evidence, and synthesize
information from multiple sources.

The AP English Language and Composition exam is scored on a scale of 1
to 5. A score of 3 or higher is considered passing. The exam is scored by a
team of college professors and high school teachers.
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The multiple choice section of the exam is scored by computer. The short
answer and essay sections are scored by hand by two different readers.
The readers' scores are then averaged to determine the student's final
score.

There are a number of things that students can do to prepare for the AP
English Language and Composition exam. These include:

Taking a preparatory course: Many high schools offer preparatory
courses for the AP English Language and Composition exam. These
courses can help students to review the material covered on the exam
and to develop the skills necessary to succeed.

Studying independently: Students can also prepare for the exam by
studying independently. A number of resources are available online
and in libraries, including study guides, practice tests, and sample
essays.

Practicing writing: One of the best ways to prepare for the exam is to
practice writing essays. Students should focus on developing their
ability to construct and defend an argument, as well as their ability to
use language effectively.

There are a number of benefits to taking the AP English Language and
Composition exam. These include:

Earning college credit: Students who score a 3 or higher on the
exam may be eligible to earn college credit for English composition.
This can save students time and money in college.



Improving writing skills: The AP English Language and Composition
course and exam can help students to improve their writing skills. This
can be beneficial for students in any field of study, as writing is an
essential skill for success in college and beyond.

Developing critical thinking skills: The AP English Language and
Composition course and exam can help students to develop their
critical thinking skills. This can be beneficial for students in any field of
study, as critical thinking is a key skill for success in college and
beyond.

The AP English Language and Composition exam is a challenging but
rewarding experience. Students who take the exam can improve their
writing and critical thinking skills, and they may be eligible to earn college
credit. If you are a high school student who is interested in pursuing a
college degree, I encourage you to consider taking the AP English
Language and Composition exam.
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