Five Maine Girls and the Unseen Story of
Rural America

On the evening of June 13, 1989, five young girls from the small town of
Skowhegan, Maine, set out for a night of fun. They were all friends, and
they were looking forward to spending time together. But their night would
end in tragedy.
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The girls' bodies were found the next day in a wooded area outside of
town. They had been brutally murdered.

The murders of the five Maine girls shocked the nation. The community of
Skowhegan was devastated. And the case remains unsolved to this day.

The story of the five Maine girls is a chilling reminder of the violence that
can lurk beneath the surface of rural America. These girls' lives and deaths
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offer a glimpse into the unseen world of poverty, drug abuse, and despair
that afflicts many rural communities.

The Girls

The five girls who were murdered were all from Skowhegan, Maine. They
were all friends, and they ranged in age from 12 to 17.

= Amy St. Laurent was 15 years old. She was a bright and outgoing girl
who loved to play sports and spend time with her friends.

= Dawn Rossignol was 14 years old. She was a shy and quiet girl who
loved to read and draw.

= Julie Murray was 12 years old. She was a happy and energetic girl
who loved to play with her friends.

= Denise Guerette was 11 years old. She was a sweet and innocent girl
who loved to play with her dolls.

= Melissa Sousa was 14 years old. She was a tough and independent
girl who loved to ride motorcycles and go camping.

The girls were all from different backgrounds, but they all shared a common
dream: they wanted to escape from Skowhegan. They wanted to go to
college, get good jobs, and have families of their own.

The Murders

On the evening of June 13, 1989, the five girls set out for a night of fun.
They went to a local skating rink, and then they went to a party at a friend's
house.



The girls left the party around midnight. They were walking home when
they were attacked.

The girls were brutally murdered. They were stabbed, beaten, and
strangled.

The next day, the girls' bodies were found in a wooded area outside of
town.

The Investigation

The murders of the five Maine girls shocked the nation. The community of
Skowhegan was devastated. And the case remains unsolved to this day.

The police investigated the case for years, but they were never able to find
enough evidence to charge anyone with the murders.

There have been many theories about who killed the five Maine girls. Some
people believe that it was a random act of violence. Others believe that it
was a drug deal gone bad. And still others believe that it was a hate crime.

The truth about what happened to the five Maine girls may never be known.
But their story is a chilling reminder of the violence that can lurk beneath
the surface of rural America.

The Unseen Story of Rural America

The story of the five Maine girls is a glimpse into the unseen world of
poverty, drug abuse, and despair that afflicts many rural communities.



Rural America is often seen as a place of peace and tranquility. But the
reality is that many rural communities are struggling with the same
problems that afflict urban areas, such as poverty, drug abuse, and
violence.

In fact, some studies have shown that rural areas have higher rates of
poverty, drug abuse, and violence than urban areas.

The story of the five Maine girls is a reminder that rural America is not
immune to violence. And it is a call to action to address the problems that
are afflicting rural communities.

What Can Be Done?

There are many things that can be done to address the problems that are
afflicting rural communities.

= Invest in education. Education is one of the best ways to break the
cycle of poverty. By investing in education, we can help to create a
more skilled workforce and reduce poverty rates.

= Create jobs. One of the biggest problems facing rural communities is

a lack of jobs. By creating jobs, we can help to boost the economy and

reduce poverty rates.

= Provide drug treatment. Drug abuse is a major problem in many rural

communities. By providing drug treatment, we can help to break the
cycle of addiction and reduce crime.

=  Support law enforcement. Law enforcement is essential to
maintaining order and protecting the public. By supporting law



enforcement, we can help to reduce crime rates and make our
communities safer.

These are just a few of the things that can be done to address the
problems that are afflicting rural communities.

By working together, we can create a better future for rural America.
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