
Journey to the Arctic Ocean and the Pacific in
1789 and 1793: An Epic Exploration by
Alexander Mackenzie
Alexander Mackenzie's journey to the Arctic Ocean and the Pacific in 1789
and 1793 was one of the most significant explorations in North American
history. His expeditions not only expanded our knowledge of the continent,
but also had a profound impact on the fur trade and the relationship
between European settlers and indigenous peoples.
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The First Expedition (1789)

Mackenzie's first expedition began in 1789 when he was hired by the North
West Company, a fur trading company, to find a water route to the Pacific
Ocean. He traveled with a group of voyageurs and indigenous guides,
following the Peace River and then the Mackenzie River, which he named
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after himself. After reaching the Arctic Ocean, Mackenzie turned around
and returned to Montreal.
The Second Expedition (1793)

In 1793, Mackenzie embarked on his second expedition, this time with the
goal of reaching the Pacific Ocean overland. He traveled west from Fort
Chipewyan, crossed the Rocky Mountains, and followed the Fraser River to
the Pacific Ocean. He became the first European to cross North America
north of Mexico.

Challenges and Discoveries

Mackenzie's expeditions were fraught with challenges, including harsh
weather, treacherous terrain, and conflicts with indigenous peoples.
However, he also made a number of important discoveries, including the
Rocky Mountains, the Mackenzie River, and the Fraser River. His
observations of the indigenous peoples and the wildlife of the region
provided valuable information about the natural and cultural history of North
America.

Impact on the Fur Trade and Native Peoples

Mackenzie's explorations had a significant impact on the fur trade in North
America. His discovery of the Peace River and the Mackenzie River
opened up new trading routes to the Northwest. The establishment of
trading posts along these rivers led to increased competition between the
North West Company and the Hudson's Bay Company, as well as
increased pressure on indigenous peoples to hunt fur-bearing animals.

Mackenzie's expeditions also had a profound impact on the relationship
between European settlers and indigenous peoples. His encounters with



indigenous nations, such as the Dene and the Cree, provided opportunities
for cultural exchange and understanding. However, his explorations also
contributed to the spread of European diseases and the disruption of
traditional indigenous lifeways.
Legacy

Alexander Mackenzie's journey to the Arctic Ocean and the Pacific in 1789
and 1793 was a landmark event in the history of North American
exploration. His discoveries expanded our knowledge of the continent,
shaped the fur trade, and influenced the relationship between European
settlers and indigenous peoples. His legacy continues to inspire explorers
and historians to this day.

Alexander Mackenzie's journey to the Arctic Ocean and the Pacific was an
epic exploration that forever changed our understanding of North America.
His discoveries, challenges, and encounters with indigenous peoples
provide a fascinating glimpse into the history of this continent and the
enduring legacy of this remarkable explorer.
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