
Unveiling the Secrets of Soldiers' Bones from
the Battle of the Little Bighorn: A Historical
Exploration
The Battle of the Little Bighorn, also known as Custer's Last Stand, holds a
prominent place in American history. This iconic battle, fought on June 25,
1876, witnessed the devastating annihilation of the United States Army's
Seventh Cavalry by a coalition of Native American tribes led by Sitting Bull
and Crazy Horse. The battle has been extensively studied and debated,
leaving an enduring legacy of controversy and fascination.

One aspect of the battle that continues to captivate researchers and
historians is the fate of the fallen soldiers. In the decades following the
battle, efforts were made to recover and identify the remains of the Seventh
Cavalry soldiers who perished in the fighting. These efforts have yielded
valuable insights into the battle, the lives of the soldiers, and the broader
context of the American Indian Wars.
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Archaeological Excavations and Discoveries

Archaeological excavations conducted at the Little Bighorn Battlefield
National Monument have played a crucial role in uncovering the remains of
soldiers from the Seventh Cavalry. In 1983, a team led by archaeologist
Douglas Scott unearthed the remains of two soldiers buried in a common
grave near the site of Custer's last stand. These remains were identified
through dental records and other forensic techniques, providing the first
scientific evidence of the battle's casualties.

Subsequent excavations conducted in the same area revealed additional
soldier remains, including those of Sergeant James Butler Wild, one of
Custer's closest confidants. The discovery of these remains has allowed
researchers to reconstruct the events of the battle and gain a deeper
understanding of the soldiers' experiences.

Forensic Analysis and Identification

The remains of the soldiers from the Little Bighorn have undergone
extensive forensic analysis to determine their age, sex, height, and cause
of death. This analysis has provided valuable information about the
physical characteristics and origins of the soldiers. Many of the soldiers
were young men in their early twenties, and a majority of them came from
farming communities in the Midwest and Northeast.

The analysis of the remains has also shed light on the nature of the
wounds suffered by the soldiers. Many of them exhibited trauma consistent
with gunshot wounds to the head or torso, indicating the intensity and
close-quarters nature of the fighting. The presence of arrowheads in some
of the remains provides evidence of the close combat that occurred during
the battle.



Historical Significance

The bones of the soldiers from the Little Bighorn Battlefield serve as
tangible reminders of the human toll of the American Indian Wars. They
offer a poignant glimpse into the lives and experiences of the men who
fought and died in this pivotal conflict. The remains have also helped to
correct historical inaccuracies and misconceptions about the battle,
providing a more nuanced and accurate understanding of the events that
transpired.

The preservation and study of the soldiers' remains have contributed to the
ongoing legacy of the Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument. The site
serves as a place of remembrance and reflection, not only for the soldiers
who lost their lives but also for the Native Americans who fought for their
land and culture. The bones of the soldiers represent a tangible link to the
past, enabling future generations to connect with this important chapter in
American history.

The bones of the soldiers from the Battle of the Little Bighorn provide a
valuable historical record that helps us to understand the events of this
pivotal conflict and the experiences of the men who fought and died.
Through archaeological excavations, forensic analysis, and historical
interpretation, these remains have shed light on the human toll of the
American Indian Wars, corrected historical inaccuracies, and preserved the
legacy of the battle for future generations. The Little Bighorn Battlefield
National Monument stands as a testament to the sacrifices made by both
sides and serves as a reminder of the enduring impact of this tragic chapter
in American history.
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